LEARNING  IN   PR E AD O LZS CEN C E	485
developmental stages in ability to criticize their own work
and that of others which varied from an apparent incapacity
or disinclination for autocriticism to a mature capacity to
evaluate and assimilate in terms of objective reality. With-
out such analyses and critical evaluation errors tend to per-
sist and to be perpetuated. There can be practice in error
as well as practice in effective methods of work.
Frequently students fall into inefficient ways o£ learning
because they have not had expert guidance in the initial
stages of the process. For example, in helping students to
acquire more effective reading habits the teacher may en-
courage them to observe the habits of successful readers, to
note the methods by which they get the best results, to gain
insight into the reading process, and to analyze the purpose
for which they read a given assignment and the best methods
of accomplishing that purpose. Somehow the pupil must
learn to find the principle, to discover the structure and
inner connections of a learning situation. This means, first
of all, selecting learning material which contains form and
structure and, second, teaching pupils Kow to discover such
inner relationships for themselves. This may be done, as,
for example, by teaching them to sense the pattern of a
reading passage. Individuals of every age are better able
to get the solution of a problem by adopting an organized
procedure than by a senseless one. Instead of giving the
child the principles underlying the solution of a problem, it
is better still to help him to discover for himself its internal
structure. Sometimes a question will call the child's atten-
tion to the principle. At other times the situation can be
changed in such a way as to reveal elements to the child that
make the solution evident to him.
Other Important Factors in Learning. — A little learning
is a dangerous thing insofar as it may make a child content
with what he has accomplished. The child's felt need for a
skill is decreased once he has obtained enough proficiency to
accomplish his immediate purpose. It is important, there-
fore, that as soon as the child begins to acquire certain skills

